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HEW SIHQ-SOVIEY RAIL LINRS

t“he Glmo-soviet joinit communique of 11 Uctober 1o
announces ihat two pew railromas would be built o liuk
ihe twe ComBunist powersm, The first of these, to be cou-
sleied pexi year, will provide s route Irom the Trans-
sSiberian scutbward across somgolia for 83U miles Lo Korih
“hipa. ‘the secomd, which will take lomger io build, wikl
oxiend Chins's ssin Sast-¥ent iine an saditional 1,800
siles across the remsote wesiers province of sinkiang, oo~
pecting with the Soviet Terk-Sik railroad im Central Asis.

doth for lopg-range significamce and for ambiiiouns-
news of consivuciion, the buildisg of these lives compares
+0 the US pioseeriang of ihe transconiinental railroads.

ihen compleied, the (wo rail links will provide the
Hioe with shorier and more secure iaver limes of communi-
cation to China Froper and eventually to Southeasi Asis,
They will double Chins's capscily for rall ipierchacge
with the Sloc asd greatly reduce Peiping's wulnerabilicy
to ses blockade,

*hie pow lLines will briag two kinds of ecomomic

nspeflis to the #ioc, rirst, tbey will ogen uniouchea
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‘vontiers of inmer Asia Lo Joviet amd Chinese exploitation
sou industrisl developmeni~ 0il im Mongolia; even more a¢il,
¢lus siher wineral deposiis, ir Sinkiang. second, the
nilage saviag of the Hongolisn iine will mean lower costs,
quicker delivery and less demand omn rolling steck for the
increasing Blec irade with Chiana i¥Toper,

The Rongolia line, (be shorter of the two, is sched~
uled for completion during 1953, It extends south Irom
.he capitel of the Hopgoiian People’s Republic, Ulan Bater,
ihroogh a WOURTALDOUS region and scross (he Gobi vesert to
Shiming, on the Feivinguﬁuii;n #dailroad, BHovier consiruc-
vion from the nartﬁtﬁ%uaheﬁ sayan Shasda, siie of a new
coviet oii develepmeni. The Chinese, workisg irom the
south, have laid 116 miles of track towards the border
Lown of Fralien, where winter comstructiom quariers bave
hase established, In view of ithe comparatively sasy
carrain abesd, the 1855 target date for closing the gap
seems realistic.

The Soviet section of this lime is broad gauge (5%},
whnile the Chinese coastructiosn is believed to be siand-
ard gauge (4'847)., Iu consequence, n transloading yard
woest be built, put its locaiion is not yet Enows,
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rapacity of the Mongolia line, upon complietion, is
estimated at two to three wmillion tons esch way ammually
{actual traffic, as opposed to capacity, will be lessh

Travel by the Wongolia line will save /75 miles
sver Lhe present MHoscow-Peiping mileage. This traditional
rouie (Trans-Siberias to Utpor/ianchuli and thence or the
yanchurian mainline) will continue to be the most direct
route from the USSR to China's iandustrial cemters in
¥snchuria, The more direct route of the Eougolis line,
however, will make it the major artery for trade deiween
the ¥53E and Chima Froper.

“he new Sayn shanda oil rield, which lies on the

¥ongolis line, has been under development since 1949, Hore

ihan 400 wells have been drilled to date 25X1
25X1

25X1

The field may eventually

yield ope to iwo milliom iLoms of oil a yvear, with produc-
{ion probably going boih to China and to a projected Soviei
refinery at Irkutsk, Availability of this mearby produc-
tion will go far towards reduciag present iong~baul move-

wents of Soviei petroleum to China,.

oy
- g
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‘e Linkiang route, three iimesz loager than the
#ongelia line, could posxibly be completed by LS6U, The
seviel sectior is to be buil: eastward 185 miles from
hism Atm to the Chivess berder. Work oa this sectior wae
sagounced o be commencing on 24 Gotober. Altkouph Sovied
respossibility for coastruciion nominsily ends at the bor-
Gitr, 11 is possible that the UBSE sight build farther, ithus
#peeding completion of the linkesp, Chinese constrection,
ROy ihwseiward from lanchou, bas already adwanced move thas
A9 milen, through the wos: 4ifficuli tervaind ce the route.
sarisg the winter of 195-54, a Z7-mile stretch was driven
Larosgl the rugged 19,000 fooi: Pu Heiao Lisg rasge, aad
e lipe had advanced io open deser: by July 1934, For ine
restinder of the route, the terrain will present fewer dife
ficuliies, The line will grobably reach Yuwen (Chiasa's
largesi preseni oilfield, is Lansw provimce) by 1854,

While some detnils of route alignment are lacking,

L raillroad will pees through sinkimng’'s capiial, Urmmchi,
and through ibe cew and very rich petroleun cenier of Wusu,
‘hegee, 1t 18 expecied 10 cross & break is the mountains
1o the agricultarally rich J1i River walley and reach the

ey .
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As with the HMongolia line, the Soviet section of
this western line is broad gauge and the Chinese sec~
tion standard, The iransloading point is not yet known,

Capacity, upon completion, is estimated at two to
three million tons each way annually (pormal traffic will
probably be less),.

The Sinkiang line will stimulate exploitation of
mineral resources im Eansu and Sinkiang., The Yumen fields,
even on a basis of 1954 production, can furnish a minimun
of 350,000 - 450,000 tons of petroleum traffic a year,

Far more important for the future is the Wusu developmenti
and the entire Dzungaria Basin, where potential petroleun
resources are estimated to be among the greatest in the
world - comparable to the Volga-Ural fields, In addition,
Sinkiang contains sizable mineral deposits {(ipecluding
tungsten and uranium in the Dzungarix Basin).

¥hile the volume of Bloc through traffic on this line
is expected to be small at first, exploitation of these
raw materials and the export of Sinkiang oil to the VUSSR

will undoubtedly expand trade in the area.
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in summary, completion of the two new BSino-Soviet
railroad links will represent a considerable achievement
for both China and the USSR. Strategically, the capabil-
ity of the Chinese ratlroad sysiem to receive shipments
from Soviet railroads will be approximately doubled and
the lines, themselves, will be less vulnerable. Economi-
cally, mineral-rich areas will be opened up and transport
costs will be significantly reduced, thus stimulating
sino-Bloc trade., Politically, remote areas of China -
hitherto isolated geographically and administratively from
feiping - will be tied more Tirmly to central government

control.
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